
First Time Home Buyers...The Time Could be Now!
Although none of us have a crystal ball, there are some pretty strong indicators that NOW 
is a great time for first-time buyers to take the leap and BUY! 

As my Grandma Syl was fond of saying, “Rome wasn’t built in a day” and that certainly is 
true of the real and stable recovery of our nation’s financial market. However, for first-time 
buyers, opportunity seems to be knocking in the form of a First-Time Buyers tax credit 
which is a part of President Obama’s recently passed stimulus legislation. 

Up to $8,000 Tax Credit
First-time home buyers (see who qualifies below) can claim  a credit of 10% of the home’s 
value up to $8,000 (whichever is less) on their 2008 or 2009 taxes for qualifying home 
purchases between 1/1/2009 and 12/1/2009. The $8,000 tax credit is the maximum for a 
married couple filing jointly. Married purchasers filing separately may receive up to $4,000 
in tax credit each. Anyone who purchased a home last year, will not be able to take advantage 
of this new tax credit. Unlike the $7,500 credit from a prior stimulus bill, this is a true tax 
credit in that it doesn’t have to be repaid, as long as the buyers remain in the home for at 
least 3 years.

Who Qualifies?
1) You are considered a first-time home buyer if you haven’t owed a main home for three 

years before buying a house. (The date of purchase is considered the day that the title is 
transferred). That means if you (or your spouse if married) owned a vacation home, but 
not a principal residence within the past 3 years you would still qualify for the credit. 
Your main home is the one you live in most of the time. It can be a house, houseboat, 
housetrailer, cooperative apartment, condominium, or other type of residence.

2) The tax credit is subject to income limitations. Single buyers need a modified adjusted 
gross income of $75,000 or less to qualify for full credit. If married, the adjusted gross 
income must be $150,000 or less. For those earning more, you may be eligible for a 
reduced credit up to a maximum allowable income.

3) Restrictions include non-resident aliens, homes located outside of the United States,  
homes acquired as a gift or inheritatnce, or acquiring a home from a relative such as a 
spouse, parent, grandparent, etc. Consult with a qualified lender regarding eligibility.

According to the National Association of Realtors (NAR) chief economist, Lawrence Yun, 
“The $8,000 credit will bring an additional 300,000 new homebuyers into the market. The 
credit could also create a domino effect,“ he said, “because each first-time homebuyer sale 
will lead to two more trade-up transactions down the line.” 

There are a few additional positives about this new bill. The credit is refundable, which 
means that the home buyer credit can be claimed on your taxes, even if you have little or no 
federal income tax liability to offset. Typically this involves the government sending you a 
check for a portion or even the full amount of the refundable tax credit.

Thinking of Buying Your First home? 
Now may be the Time! 
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NUMBER 8 for 2008!!!
The results are in for 2008 
Big Bear Real Estate sales. 
Of the 350 agents that sold at 
least one home in 2008, I was 
lucky to be tied for 8th in total 
number of sold transactions. 
A sincere Thank You to my 
clients & referral sources for 
helping make that possible.

http://www.karenandnoodles.com/newsletters.html


• • BIG BEAR LAKE REPORT • •

Building a Fence?...
It is said “Good Fences Make Good 
Neighbors” and we certainly agree! 
Potential problems or disputes can be 
avoided if when you plan to build a fence 
you are aware of where your property 
begins and ends and what the local 
rules for fence building actually are.

We have recently had inquiries from 
clients as to what you can build to 
enclose your property. As many of you 
already know we have two building 
jurisdictions. One for the incorporated 
city of Big Bear Lake (BBL) and the 
other, San Bernardino County, (SBC) 
which covers everything east of 
Division as well as Fawnskin and part 
of Moonridge. 

Here is an overview of the rules. 

• Know where your property lines are.
People often think property lines 
are where fences exist. If that were 
true, there would be fewer disbutes 
between neighbors. The only accurate 
way to know the property line is to 
hire a licensed surveyor to perform 
a boundary survey or to find existing 
survey markers from a prior survey. 
Licensed surveyors place pipe into 
the ground and top that pipe with a 
colored plastic cap with their surveyor 
identification on it.

• Both BBL and SBC allow 6 foot high 
fences along the back and up to the 
front Set-Back line. This is usually 
between 15 and 20 feet of the front 
property line. (Depending on the width 
of the existing street). 

• Allowable Fence materials are varied 
and can include wood, plastic or metal  
but both jurisdictions discourage plain 
chain link. BBL specifies that it be 
coated green or brown, while SBC 
says that it be “used in conjunction 
with other fencing materials (i.e., split 
rail fencing) and when camouflaged to 
the greatest extent possible”. Neither 
BBL nor SBC allow the use of Barbed, 
Razor Wire or Electrified Fencing.

• Within the front setback and along 
the front of the property, SBC is more 
restrictive and the requirements more 
complex. BBL says you can build a 
fence up to 4 feet high, but SBC takes 
into consideration the Sight Triangle. 

• In SBC the Sight Triangle allows for 
clear line of sight to motorists, SBC 
says a fence can only be 30” high 
within 30’ of corners and driveways. 
Consult with SBC for specific site 
triangle guidelines. 

• In all cases the fence height is 
measured from the mean finish grade. 
And, of course you can’t build a 30” 
fence and then dig down the yard to 
get additional height.

These rules are for residential areas 
only. Before building, please be sure to 
contact the appropriate jurisdiction for 
specifics and a permit if required.

Big Bear Lake • 909-866-6767
San Bernardino County • 909-866-0170

The current lake level as of 6/6/09 is 4’11” below capacity. The average water temperature is 
a chilly 45°f. We are waiting for our Spring rains which will hopefully fill us up to capacity. 
There is still a lot of snow to melt and we have heard it can take 2-6 months for that snow melt 
to impact our lake level.  As of right now we remain below our annual average.

The Big Bear Municipal Water District posted a beautiful “new and improved” web site this 
month. It is not all up and running yet but it promises to be very informative and complete. There 
are headings for “Current Info, Launching, History, Events, Fishing, Directions, Activities, News, 
and Employment”. 0ur own “Big Mike” will be offering fishing tips featuring his scientific 
method. The “Launching” page gives hours, fees, protocol, and activities at and around the 
launch sites, as well as the location and phone numbers of the private facilities.

More than ever before, we are really excited about this upcoming summer. We can’t wait to 
get our new-to us (late last season) boat on the water and Noodles is chomping at the bit to 
go swimming. He will be sporting his bright orange safety jacket, which helps boaters and 
swimmers to spot him paddling around our boat. (He’ll swim laps rather than be convinced that 
it’s time to come in) 

Our first fishing derby will be May 16th & 17th (Memorial Day Trout Classic) Call the Fishing 
Association of Big Bear lake at (909) 585-4007 for specifics. Why not get your MWD Lake 
Permits early and get in the water? The public launch ramps are now open for business, so the 
time is NOW!!!  (909) 866-5796 • www.bbmwd.org.

Whether you enjoy boating, fishing, wake boarding or just putting your toes in the water, be sure 
to get out and experience our beautiful lake this summer. If you have only experienced Big Bear 
in winter, take some time this summer to find out what you’ve been missing!

If you have already filed your 2008 tax return and you qualify for the new tax credit you can 
file amended returns for 2008 and reap the benefit of your credit now. For the correct IRS 2008 
form go to http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f5405.pdf to download.

In recent months, mortgage rates have been stunningly low. So low that many of us have 
forgotten the days of 9 or 10% rates. There was a slight rate increase in the first week of April 
and although rates could possibly go lower, increased loan demand may very well lead to rate 
increases in the months to come.

Perhaps the best part of the First-Time Buyers Credit is the fact that it is available now, when 
home inventories are high, offering buyers many great homes to chose from and prices are the 
lowest we have seen in many, many years. When you factor in, the current available interest 
rates, I am convinced that this is a great buying opportunity

Much of the information for this article was provided to me by 
Keith Murphy, Senior Mortgage Advisor for LowerOurRate.com. Thank You Keith!

continued from page 1

Credit Amount 

First-Time Buyers

Qualifying Income

Repayment/Recapture

Refundable

Eligible Property

10% of sales price up to $8,000 Max. If married filing 
separately, $4,000 Max per person.
Purchaser and Spouse (if married) may not have owned a 
main home in 3 years prior to purchase.
Full credit to individuals with adjust. gross income up to $75,000 
or $150,000 on a joint return. Credit reduces above cap amount.
No repayment if home sold after 3 full years of ownership. When 
sold prior to 3 years, entire amount of credit is recaptured.
When filed with tax return, reduces or can eliminate income tax 
liability for the year of purchase. Any unused credit will be refunded.
Any single family residence incuding condos, co-ops, house trailer, 
townhomes or houseboat that will be your main (primary) residence.

Additional requirements may apply. Consult an expert for complete details.

FIRST-TIME HOME BUYER’S UP TO $8,000 TAX CREDIT
Eligible Home Purchase to be Complete 1/01/09 to 12/01/09
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ICE DAMS, How To PREVENT Them.
Is Water Entering Your House in the Winter?

Here in Big Bear, as in many cold climates, people sometimes find water entering their house from 
the roof in the winter. The phenomenon occurs especially when there is snow on the roof and we 
experience warm days and cold nights. What happens is, snow begins to melt from the roof as 
a result of warming from the inside and outside. When the water running down the roof hits the 
colder part of the roof at the eave (because there is no warming under the eave) it freezes causing 
an “Ice Dam”. This strip of ice stops the water from flowing off the roof and the water pools. 
Roofs are made to shed water down the slope, so if water pools it can find its way up under the 
shingles and eventually under the “felt”. Finally it will penetrate the wood “sheeting” or “decking” 
between the sheets and usually run down inside the wall, since this is where the eave meets the 
house. The water can find its way into the house around a window or door frame. People often 
mistakenly think the window is at fault, but the water is usually coming from further up and only 
becomes apparent at a wall opening (a window or a door). Good insulation in the attic will reduce 
this effect, but the melt/thaw cycle caused by our warm winter days and cold nights can still create 
a problem.

The simplest solution is to keep the snow cleared off the bottom (eave) portion of the roof. You can 
find long handled aluminium rakes made for just this purpose. Butchers Block carries a 16’ model 
for about $50.00. If you do it when the snow is fresh and still light, it’s a simple task to rake off 
the portion that covers the eaves. Be careful though, as aggressive raking can damage your roof 
shingles. Unfortunately, if you have a 2 story house on a hillside, or are a part-time resident, this 
solution may not be practical.

Another solution is to install “heat cable” along the eaves. This product is an electric heating cable 
that is zigzagged along the eave and then laid in the gutters and down the down-spout. These 
can be costly to operate, so it is advisable to install a controller that automatically activates the 
system. Some control units sense temperature and will come on only when the temperature is 
below freezing. The better, more sophisticated controllers also sense moisture, so they only come 
on when the snow is melting and the air temperature is below freezing. The great thing about this 
solution is that it can keep your gutters clear and running as well, by keeping ice from building 
up in the gutter and down-spouts. Heaters should be installed on a dedicated electrical circuit, so 
will usually require that you pull a fresh line from your electrical panel. You may want to hire 
an electrician to install a system like this. Ryan Ablen of Skyview Electric says it should cost 
roughly between $5.50 & $6.00 per lineal foot of eave for parts and labor depending on height 
and roof pitch with an additional cost of $250.00 to $300.00 to pull a 20 amp circuit from the 
electrical panel with a switch and pilot light to provide power for the system. Controllers run in the 
neighborhood of $60.00 to $80.00 additionally.  
If you are building a home or installing a new roof, the best solution is to create a roof that is 
impervious from the gutters to slightly above the eaves. There are several products available that 
can create a barrier that pooled water cannot penetrate. It is similar to shrink wrapping that portion 
of your roof. When applied according to manufacturer’s specifications it can be highly effective in 
preventing leakage from ice damming.

These products generally have one side which is very sticky. They are designed to be installed 
directly on the wood decking of your roof starting at the gutter line. Often these materials are 
installed at other potential trouble areas like around skylights and dormers. One product, available 
locally at Butcher Block, comes in 3’ x 65’ rolls, and sells for $76.00 a roll. It must be covered as it 
will deteriorate in the sun, so it goes under the shingles, just like the felt or tar paper under a normal 
roof. The surface is soft so it will seal around the nails after the roofing is installed. Consult a local 
licensed roofer with experience in our cold climate for proper installation.

While this seal prevents water from entering the house, ice can and will still form in the gutters. 
That’s why many people still opt for putting heat cables in their gutters to keep them flowing. 
Otherwise you will still get big icicles and a big chunk of ice in the gutter that can literally tear the 
gutters off the house. 

Living in a changing climate presents certain challenges we rarely see down-the-hill. From one winter 
to the next our experience here can be totally different. Now that spring is here, it’s a great time to 
think about preventative measures that will help maintain and protect your house next winter.

Big Bear Events…
April 25th, 2009
Eagle Celebration at the Discover Center
40971 North Shore Drive
Special day devoted to the celebration 
of eagles! Lots of informative talks and 
demonstrations.  Adults: $5 Children 12 & 
Under FREE! Call: (909) 866-3437 or go 
to www.bigbeardiscoverycenter.com.

April 26th, 2009
Antique Car Club’s “Spring Cruising” 
at Nottinghams. Free to the public and a 
good time for all. Call: (909) 866-3938 or 
visiting www.antiquecarclub.org

May 16th-17th, 2009
May Trout Classic – Jim Hall Memorial
Ready to catch the big one? Proceeds go 
to restocking trophy-size trout. 
Call : (909) 585-7352 or (909) 585-4007

May 16th, 2009
Photography Contest at Moonridge 
Animal Park. Winners will be published 
in a professionally designed 15 month 
calendar and will receive a free copy of 
the calendar. Adults $15 and Children $10  
includes admission. Call: (909) 878-4200 
or visitwww.moonridgezoo.org

May 23rd-25th, 2009
Spring Air Fair Home and Garden Show
Activities for kids and enjoyment for 
the whole family. For more information 
please call (909) 585-3000 or visit www.
bigbearevents.com

May 23rd, 2009  7:00 PM
Rambling Ranger at the Discovery Center 
Amphitheater, an outdoor theater with 
stage, bench seating and lots of open space 
to set up your own camp chair. Rest room 
facilities, snack bar, beer and wine. No 
outside beverages allowed. Free parking. 
Tickets available at Discovery Center 
Adventure Outpost or online at www.
sbnfa.org or call (909) 382-2790

May 24th, 2009
Bear Country Fair at Moonridge Animal 
Park. Enjoy country fair activities for 
the whole family. Includes face painting, 
jewelry making, bear toss, and a bear 
roaring contest. Call: (909) 878-4200 or 
visit www.moonridgezoo.org

May 30-31, 2009
 Fishing for $50K”. 
Enter to catch a tagged fish worth $50,00 
plus more prizes and raffles. Entry fee is 
$35 for adults and $20 for kids 15 and 
under. Book a 1 or 2 night stay at a Resort 
Association Lodge and the entry fee will 
be waived. For a list of participating 
lodges, to register for the tournament or to 
book your lodging log onto www.bigbear.
com or call (800) 424-4232

Team Big Bear’s Mountain Bike Series 
Shootout #1 Course follows the forest 
trails on the South shore of the Lake. 
Features a finish festival with awards, 
live music and more. For details visit 
www.teambigbear.com
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A Tip for Big Bear Residents!
At times travel to the  Big Bear 
Valley may be restricted, even to 
homeowners. For those of you 
that have 2nd homes in Big Bear 
usually your mountain address 
is not on your driver’s license. In 
the event of restricted access, 
it’s a good idea to carry a copy of 
an old utility bill or statement that 
shows your name and physical 
Big Bear address (mailing address 
may be different). You may need 
to prove to Caltrans or a Highway 
Patrol roadblock sometime that 
you are a homeowner in Big Bear, 
when roads leading into our valley 
may be closed to non-residents 
during certain stoppages, weather/
road conditions or fi re/evacuation 
situations. Why not keep a copy of 
a bill in every car you own?

Thought of-the-Month
So much of what we experience 
day-to-day is what we verbalize. 
So many people are parroting 

the negativity of  the media and 
their own internal fears. I believe 

positivity creates hope. Even in the 
small things we fi nd to celebrate 
such as a great meal or a funny 

story. From those positive 
moments we can create

 Positive Momentum.

“When you come across someone 
who is negative, don’t walk away 

from them...RUN!”
Tom Hopkins 

Karen Lavrouhin
Boulder Bay Real Estate

(909) 866-9888
info@yourbigbearhome.com

Stillwells Resort on the Lake
In 1929, my Grandparents, Karl and Flo, honeymooned at the Famous Stillwell’s Resort. 
Just 10 years earlier, Mamie Stillwell lost her boot in the mud on the site deciding 
the location on which her husband Carl would build their resort. The main ballroom 
was completed in 1921, and an inaguaral dance was held on July 1st of that year. The 
ballroom was described as having the “best type of dancing fl oor, with one of the 
handsomest fi replaces in the valley” It sat lakeside on the location of what is now B’s 
Backyard Bar-B-Que, with sweeping lake views. It featured the Ballroom, a Resturant, 
Swimming Pool, Tennis Courts, Boat Landing, and Guest Cottages. Well known 
throughout Southern California, many motion picture people stayed here when on 
location. The buildings were featured in several motion pictures. Like so many buildings 
of that time, the ballroom burned to the ground in 1928 and was promptly re-built.  Then 
in 1945, the second ballroom burned down as well. Grandma Flo often told of their times 
there. How the band would play “Here Comes the Bride” every time they entered the 
ballroom and how the cabins had no bathrooms or running water. But most of all, what 
fond memories they shared. Papa Karl passed away just before their 73rd anniversary. 
Perhaps a Stillwell’s Resort honeymoon is the secret to a lasting marriage.

- The Big Bear History Corner -

Karen Lavrouhin-Boulder Bay Real Estate
Voice (909) 866-9888 Fax (909) 866-9885 email info@yourbigbearhome.com

See all Big Bear’s Multiple listings at www.yourbigbearhome.com

Notes from Noodles...
The Foreclosure Market and Pets

I have been spending time on the internet looking for bones on e-bay and I came across lots of 
articles about a fl ood of homeless pets coming into shelters, particularly in areas experiencing 
high home mortgage foreclosure rates. Wow! Who would’ve thought that just because people 
lost their home, that they would abandon their loyal pet children. Sadly people fi nd themselves 
in situations where they’ve had to make that choice. Faced with the crisis of homelessness, 
people are either bringing their pets in or simply abandoning them. Either way, the load has 
increased enough that the ASPCA has started new programs to try to shore up the fi nancial 
burden of this crisis. Of course, we all know that the State is already in fi nancial trouble. If 
we can’t pay our state employees and repair our highways, and if we are cutting back school 
programs, where on the priority list do you think the animal shelters are?

So, you’re wondering “What can I do about it? Quite a bit actually. First, if you are thinking 
about getting a new pet, consider rescuing one from a shelter or on-line service. Many savvy 
owners are creating “pet resumes” that tell how old, what breed, how big, personality, and 
likes and dislikes their pets possess. Often a picture is included as well. Then they post the 
resume on a pet adoption site so you can choose a pet that will fi t your situation. These poor 
homeless pets may face euthanasia if they aren’t adopted, so it’s important that we open our 
homes and our hearts to them. 

If you don’t have room for another family member, don’t worry, you can still help. Shelters, 
both public and private, accept contributions in the form of cash, food, beds, toys, and volunteer 
time. I have so many toys (because I never chew them up) that once in a while I take a big bag 
of them to the local shelter. The animals there are always so grateful for something to play with 
that it just breaks my heart. A local friend of ours has a halfway house for dogs in her home. 
She will take in homeless animals while they are looking for a permanent home. 
It doesn’t have to be a life time commitment. Why not consider being a foster dog 
parent? Anything you can do or spare will make a differnce.

Here are some resources to get you started:

http://thepetrescuecenter.org.      http://www.petfi nder.com    
http://www.adoptapet.com          http://www.petadoptions.org
http://www.bearmountaindogrescue.org/animals

City of Big Bear Lake Animal Shelter (909) 866-4943

City of San Bernardino Animal Control Shelter. 
300 N D St. San Bernardino, CA 92418 (909) 384-5385

“I am
Sooo  LUCKY!”

Karl & Florence  1928
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